30290-I-0172

SUMMER HEAT IS HERE
TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR
ELECTRICITY COSTS

STORMWATER POLLUTION
A CONCERN FOR US ALL

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

MIKE PENNEY SUPERINTENDENT OF STORES

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
GET THE HELP YOU NEED

CITY OF LAKELAND NEWS & EVENTS

JULY 2016

Register Your Neighborhood
for National Night Out 2016

The Lakeland Police Department would like to invite you to participate in the 33rd Annual National Night Out
on Tuesday, August 2, 2016. National Night Out is an event where neighborhoods, businesses, churches and law
enforcement come together to show solidarity in the ongoing fight against crime and drugs. This event is designed
to heighten crime prevention awareness, generate support and participation in local anti-crime programs as well as
strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships. This is a great opportunity to send a message
to criminals letting them know that local neighborhoods are organized and fighting back! This year’s theme is “See
Something, Say Something!” Along with the traditional outside lights and front porch vigils, your neighborhood can
celebrate National Night Out with a variety of activities such as block parties, cookouts, parades, festivals and visits
from local officials and police officers. To ensure that members from the Lakeland Police Department stop by and celebrate with you,
register your neighborhood or community group today! It’s free to participate and the benefits your community will receive from
this event could extend well beyond this one night.
Applications are available online at www. lakelandgov.net/lpd. For full details,
contact: Cindy Sharp at 863.834.6912 | cynthia.sharp@lakelandgov.net

www.lakelandelectric.com

SUMMER
HEAT
IS
HERE!
Take Time to Control
Your Summer Electricity Costs

We are well into the Florida summer and the heat has arrived in full
force! Because you want to stay cool, your electricity costs usually rise
in the summer months. But do you know why? There are actually many
reasons, but they have one goal in common - keeping the house cool.
Check out these reasons explaining why customers typically see
higher electricity bills in the summer. Do any apply to your home?
•
The "FAN" setting is selected at the air conditioner thermostat.
Instead, it should always be set on "AUTO".
•
The air conditioner's air filter is clogged and air flow is restricted, causing
the system to work harder and longer while running less efficiently.
•
The air conditioning evaporator coils are clogged with accumulated dust.
Again, air flow is restricted causing the system to run less efficiently.
•
The temperature on your air conditioner thermostat is set too low. The recommended summer setting is 78 degrees. Remember - cooling
costs can almost double if you set the thermostat at 70 instead of 78 degrees!
•
You have a swimming pool and the pool pump runs 24 hours a day.
•
The ceiling of your home lacks adequate insulation and heat from the attic is pulled through and into the living area below.
•
The refrigerator that served for twenty years in the kitchen still works, and now it is in the hot garage. The heat, coupled with the fact that is
it an older appliance, causes the refrigerator to work harder, requiring more electricity.
There are some behavioral changes you can make while still staying cool, and not having a high electricity bill. It just takes some
adjustments on your part!
•
Minimize indoor heat: On hot days, run the dryer and dishwasher at night and let your dishes air dry. Avoid heat-generating incandescent
lighting and use a microwave, toaster-oven or outdoor grill instead of the oven. It's best to avoid the use of major appliances between 2 and
8 p.m.
•
Set your water heater to 120ºF.
•
Keep the blinds and windows closed during the day and open at night. This is a no-cost way to keep your home a little cooler.
•
Window, ceiling and whole-house fans are also low-cost ways to cool your home.
•
Wash clothes in cold water and clean the lint filter in the dryer after every use.
•
Unplug appliances and electronics when not in use. Plug home electronics, such as TVs, DVD players and computers into power strips and
turn off the power strips when the equipment is not in use. And remember - that phone charger you have plugged into the wall is still using
energy!
•
If you have a pool: consider slowly reducing pool filtration time by 30 minute increments daily. Keep on reducing the time as long as the
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water appears clean. You may find you only need to run your pool filter six hours a day. Install a timer to control the length of time that the
pool pump cycles on.

Heat Your Hot Water For Less
with Lakeland Electric's Solar Hot Water Program
Upgrade your hot water system. Qualifying is simple.
Do you own your own home?
Are you a Lakeland Electric Customer?

POWERED BY

Does your roof face south?

GO SOLAR (863) 577-7778
If you answered yes to all three, go solar today and get more for less. TODAY www.solarlakeland.com

LIKE US ON

facebook.com/cityof lakeland

Why is Stormwater Pollution
a Problem That We Must Be Concerned About?
Pollutants picked up by storm water are discharged untreated into lakes and streams
that we use for swimming, fishing, boating or wildlife viewing. Your friends like Toby
can't survive in a dirty environment. Stormwater runoff is now considered the greatest
source of pollution to Florida's lakes, streams and wetlands. Polluted stormwater runoff
has many adverse impacts on surface water quality, aquatic plants and aquatic wildlife.

DID YOU KNOW?
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Excess nutrients in fertilizer, pet waste and yard waste (grass clippings, etc.)
can cause algae blooms which reduce the amount of oxygen in the water.
Fish and other aquatic life can't exist in the water without sufficient oxygen
levels, and low oxygen levels often lead to fish kills and the inability for
aquatic plants to grow.
Toxins in pesticides may kill native plants and animals.
Garbage, such as plastic bags and bottles, and cigarette butts, is washed
into the lakes and streams which can choke or suffocate aquatic life such as
ducks, fish, turtles and birds.
Dirt can cloud the water or cover the bottom of a lake or stream and make it
difficult for aquatic plants to grow and fish to breathe.
Bacteria and other harmful pathogens in stormwater runoff can make it
unhealthy to swim, boat or fish in a lake or stream.
Household hazardous wastes such as used motor oil, paint and pesticides
can poison aquatic life. Animals and people can become sick from eating
diseased fish and shellfish.
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MIKE PENNEY SUPERINTENDENT OF STORES
Mike Penney began his career with the City of Lakeland over 35
years ago as a Storekeeper at the Central Stores Warehouse. After
four short years, Penney became the first Superintendent of Stores
overseeing approximately $10 million in inventory. Penney is one of
eight employees who are responsible for the procurement, storage
and inventory control of all materials used by City Departments. The
items range from tools and first-aid kits to utility poles and electrical
transformers.
A department conducting a large job will typically contact the
warehouse 24 hours in advance so all inventory for the job will be ready
on the loading dock when crews arrive. The warehouse also has walkup service for smaller items where employees can request supervisor
approved items. Penney said, “We have had zero error in regards to
inventory over the past five years.” He is quick to give the credit to his
teammates. One of the things he most likes about his job are his coworkers and he has worked with some of them for 14 years.

Penney was born in Tampa and in 1962 he moved to Lakeland. He is a
graduate of Lakeland High School. Penney has been married to his wife
Vicki for over 37 years. They have one daughter Tori. Penney and his
wife share their home with and eight-year-old Chihuahua named Honey.
He has been a member of First Baptist Church at the Mall since 2005
and he really enjoys teaching Sunday school. Penney enjoys tending
his vegetable garden and the family pineapple garden that has over 100
pineapples.
Penney plays the guitar and mandolin. He loves meeting with his
bluegrass friends and playing various venues for a jam session. His
favorite food is anything that his wife prepares and his favorite restaurant
is Osteen’s in St. Augustine. Penney and his wife love to vacation and
their most favorite place to visit is the Smokey Mountains, specifically
Cades Cove. He has future plans for a paddle boat trip down the
Mississippi River and possibly a light house tour down the east coast.
Thank you Mike Penney for helping keep City employees equipped as
they serve the citizens of Lakeland!

Water Restrictions In Effect
for Polk County
Did you know that all of Polk County, including the City of Lakeland,
is on permanent water restrictions? These restrictions apply to the
use of water from public and private water utilities as well as the use
of all wells and surface water sources (lakes, ponds, rivers, etc). Here
are some of the most important highlights of the restrictions:
Existing Lawn (Turf, Sod or Grass)
& Landscape (Garden Plants) Watering:
•
The two day a week schedule below must be followed.
•
Watering is allowed before 10 a.m. or after 4 p.m. (But not both).
•
Addresses Ending in 0, 2, 4, 6 or 8 may only irrigate on
Thursday and/or Sunday.
•
Addresses Ending in 1, 3, 5, 7 or 9 may only irrigate on
Wednesday and/or Saturday.
•
These restrictions apply to private residences and to
commercial landscape.
•
All locations without a discernible address (such as common
areas and subdivision entry ways) may only irrigate on Tuesday
and/or Friday.
•
Micro-irrigation is exempt from all restrictions.
New Plants and Turf:
New plant material may be watered out of cycle for up to 60 days for
establishment (Keep a receipt for proof of new material, before and
after pictures are also helpful). Here are the guidelines:
•
Days 1 through 30: Watering is allowed on any day
•
Days 31 through 60: Watering is only allowed on the following
days:
•
Addresses Ending in 0, 2, 4, 6 or 8 are allowed to water
Tuesday, Thursday and/or Sunday
•
Addresses Ending in 1, 3, 5, 7 or 9 are allowed to water
Monday, Wednesday and/or Saturday
•
A minimum of 50% of the area being watered must contain
new plants or sod
•
New plant material may be watered any time on the day
of planting
Other Water Uses:
Automobile washing, fountains and falls, and pressure washing are
not currently restricted. However, the District asks that residents be
as efficient as possible, so water isn’t wasted. Using an automatic
shut-off nozzle on a hose is required for automobile washing.

L A K E L A N D F I R E D E P A R T M E N T’ S

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
10 0 YEAR S OF SERVICE
AUGUST 13, 2016 • 10 AM - 2 PM
FIRE STATION 1 – 701 E. MAIN STREET
FREE ADMISSION

D epartment’s 1938 Pirsch Fire Engine
“Leaping Lena” on Display
Historic Artifacts from Fire S ervice on Display
Live D emonstrations • Station Tours • Equipment Displays
Light Refreshments • Photo B o oth
/LakelandFD

@LakelandFD

www.lakelandgov.net/lfd

STAY CONNECTED

Online | www.lakelandgov.net  In Person | City Hall • 8AM – 5PM • Monday-Friday
facebook.com/cityoflakelandfl | twitter.com/lakelandgov | youtube.com/cityoflakelandfl | instagram: cityoflakelandfl
Listen Lakeland • First Sunday • FM 97.5 WPCV @ 8:30AM | FM 98.3 WWRZ @ 8AM | AM 1430 WLKF @ 8AM | AM 1230 WONN @ 9AM
Public Meetings | City Commission Meetings • First and Third Monday • 9AM | Utility Committee Meetings • First Monday • 1PM
Live Broadcast on LGN | Channel 643 (Brighthouse) | Channel 43 (Verizon FiOS)

IMPORTANT NUMBERS:

City Hall • 863.834.6000 Lakeland Electric Customer Service • 863.834.9535 Power or Water Outages • 863.834.4248
Pollution Hotline • 863.834.3300 LPD Crime Tips Hotline • 863.834.2549 LPD (Non-Emergency) • 863.834.6900
PAYING YOUR UTILITY BILL:
ONLINE | www.lakelandelectric.com BY PHONE | 863.834.9535
IN PERSON | Lakeland Electric has partnered with over 50 local businesses including area AMSCOT offices to accept your utility payment.

